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Chris was healthy, | thought he was in better shape than me, but on the
night we started the final ascent, his summit sherpa got way out ahead of
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him, and Chris couldn't signal him back. Chris had a problem with his
oxygen mask that he couldn't fix, and he had to turn back.

You told me before that one reason you love mountaineering is for
the emotional release you get when you summit. What was it like on
top of Everest?

It was lonely, very lonely. It was sad not to have Chris there by my side.
It was just me and four or five sherpas and one guy from China who'd
climbed up solo. . . . It was very peaceful up there. It's a holy place for
the sherpas, and they were praying. They are Buddhists who believe their
god lives on the top of Everest, so it is the holiest of holy places for them.
I just stood there and took in the view. I could see three or four of the
world's highest mountains. | could see into India. | didn't weep. It was a
bummer. | just sat there and looked at the view. | was unbelievably tired.

I didn't really feel what had happened until | got back to the tent at Camp
4 [at 2,600 feet; the final camp before the summit]. I sat in my tent and
was really happy | didn't get hurt.

You were trying to raise money before you left. You thought that if
you didn't raise enough, you'd have to cash out your 401(k) savings
account. How did that go?

I ended up raising $20,000 (toward the $60,000 cost) so I didn't have to
use all my own money.

Now that you've achieved your goal will you keep climbing?

I'm leading an expedition on Mount Ranier (in Washington State) in
August and I'm doing Kosciuszko in Australia in December with my
whole family [his mother, Dr. Laura Mueller of Chaska, and two sisters,
Beth and Emily]. Kosciuszko is the last of the Seven Summits [the
highest mountain on each of the seven continents] for me, but it's only
8,000 feet. . . . A mountain like Ranier, you can climb in two or three
days, you can do it and not love mountains. But Everest takes at least two
months, you have to love mountains to do it. I love mountains. | want to
go back. Chris is talking about trying it again in 2007, and I'm thinking
I'll go along.

Chris Welsch is at welsch@startribune.com
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