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Chanhassen actor  
Bill Coldwell 
brings Tevye 
to life. 
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PEAK 
performance

Chaska mountaineer 
Neal Mueller scales seven summits

Mt. Vinson

Week of February 23 - March 1, 2006

to recreation, arts 

and entertainment 

in the southwest suburbs.

Mt. Elbrus Mt. Kilmanjaro Mt. McKinley Mt. Aconcagua Mt. Everest Mt. Kosciusko
29,035 ft.22,841 ft.20,320 ft.19,341 ft.16,077 ft. 18,512 ft 7,316 ft.

The Prior Lake Players present their Spring 2006 production of “Golden Wedding,” an original work. This 
two-act comedy was written by Prior Lake resident Don Arneson, and will be directed by Christopher J. 
King. It follows a day in the life of a Minnesota couple in 1940 preparing for their 50th wedding anniversary 
celebration.  When the festivities are threatened by a blizzard, the couple reminisces on their life together.  
Originally written in 1980, “Golden Wedding” has never been performed in front of an audience.

7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24; 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25; 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26; 7 p.m.   

Friday, March 3; 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, March 4; and 2 p.m. Sunday, March 5. 

$10 for adults, $8 for senior citizens and students, and $6 for children under 10. Tickets can be 

purchased at the door before each performance. 

Prior Lake High School theater, 7575 150th St. W., Savage.

www.priorlakeplayers.org. The “Golden Wedding” First Niters Party will take place Feb. 24 at Hol-

lywood Bar & Grill, 16691 Hwy. 13, Prior Lake, following that evening’s performance. Cost is $20 

per person, which includes one ticket for the performance and admission to the after-party.

Sponsored by the Chanhassen 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
West Metro Home Improve-
ment and Landscaping Expo is 
the largest show of its kind in 
the western suburbs. Exhibi-
tors include specialists in land-
scaping, cabinetry and fl oor-
ing. Informational seminars 
include topics such as fi nish-

ing basements, kitchen design, 
selecting a home remodeler, 
landscaping, windows, and 
remodeling with ICF (insulated 
concrete forms).
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25, and  
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26.  
Admission, parking free.   
 Chapel Hill Academy Campus, 306 W. 
78th St., Chanhassen (located one block 
east of the Chanhassen Dinner Theatres). 
(952) 934-3903.

By Tim McGovern

You’ve traveled the world, 
gotten off the beaten path and 
snapped some great photos.

You still probably haven’t 
been where Neal Mueller has.

Mueller of Chaska has 
stood at the highest points 
on all seven of the earth’s 
continents. He is one of the 
youngest mountaineers and 
one of three Minnesotans to 

complete the feat, known as 
the seven summits.

A December jaunt with 
his family to the top of Mt. 
Kosciusko in Australia was 
the fi nal summit in the series 
for Mueller. 

Mueller is a skilled climber 
who has luck on his side. He 
has summited all seven peaks 
on the fi rst try, surviving se-
vere sunburn and bleeding 
corneas from a blazing sun 

atop Mt. Elbrus in Europe, 
and weathered howling arc-
tic winds to reach the top of 
Mt. Vinson in Antarctica. He 
endured a grueling two-month 
expedition to reach the top of 
Mt. Everest last spring, brav-
ing the thin air, crossing huge 
crevasses and successfully 
waiting out the tricky weath-
er to become one of the fi nal 
summiteers of the season.

Mueller, 28, has since hit 

the speaking tour, delivering 
inspiring messages to corpo-
rate gatherings, and wowing 
classroom kids with photos 
and equipment from his 
expeditions. He will speak 
Tuesday at Chaska Library.

Mueller, who has worked 
at a venture capital fi rm in 
Washington, D.C., and will 
enroll in business school at 
Wharton in the fall, has used 
his business acumen to help 

attain his mountaineering 
goals. He has put together 
sponsorships to attain fund-
ing and equipment for his 
expensive expeditions. 

Though he has conquered 
the world’s most challeng-
ing and dangerous mountain 
peaks, Mueller is ready to take 
on new challenges such as 
rock climbing and skydiving. 

A bonafi de world traveler 
and card-carrying mountain-

eer, Mueller said he endures 
some friendly ribbing from 
time to time. He said he 
has heard catcalls when he 
scales the climbing wall at 
Lifetime Fitness in Chanhas-
sen: “Come on, get up there! 
You climbed Everest!”

FOR INTERVIEW  
WITH NEAL MUELLER 

SEE PAGE 3

SURVIVING EVEREST
Chaska resident Neal Muller will be speaking on “Surviving Everest  
and the Seven Summits.” Mueller climbed Mt. Everest last spring, and 
the fi nal of his seven summits (Mt. Kosciusko in Australia) in December.
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28. Free. 
Chaska Library, 3 City Hall Plaza.
Call (952) 448-3886 for information and see Web site     
at www.nealmueller.com.

Photo courtesy of Neal Mueller

Chaska’s Neal Mueller and his climbing team negotiate the Khumbu glacier 
during a successful expedition to the top of Mt. Everest. Mueller reached the 
summit on June 2 – one of the last mountaineers to do so before the end of 
the climbing season.

Wildfi re a cut above most of the competition.    




